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Research Colloquium 
Wissensgeschichte des Altertums / ZODIAC/ ASTRA 

 
Wednesdays 18:00-20:00 c.t. 

 
Convenors: J. Cale Johnson, Anuj Misra and Mathieu Ossendrijver 

Venue: Inst. f. Wissensgeschichte des Altertums, Freie Universität Berlin, Arnimallee 10, Raum 010, 
14195 Berlin-Dahlem 

 
30 October 2024 Jeffrey Kotyk (Max-Planck-Institut für Wissenschaftsgeschichte) 

“The zodiac signs in East Asian mandalas”  
 

27 November 2024 Levente László 
"The Personification of the Planets in Ancient Astrology" 
 

04 December 2024 Robert Middeke-Conlin (Max Planck Institute of Geoanthropology) 
"Another day at the office: Tracking epistemic change in the minutiae 
of daily work-life in ancient Mesopotamia" 
 

15 January 2025 
 

Pouyan Rezvani (Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften) 
"Ptolemy's star catalogue in the medieval Islamic sources" 
 

22 January 2025 Reimund Leicht (Freie Universität Berlin)  
The dynamics of scientific decline in Late antiquity: Some tentative 
thoughts about models of interpretation for the history of science 
 

5 February 2025 Tim Brandes (Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz) 
The Concept of Time in Mesopotamia 

 
  
  
 
              The Astra Project is hosted at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin.  


