
HOW CAN we understand the ways in which knowledge is created and per-

petuated through language? This panel discussion will explore the concept of 

“performative philology” and examine how the language involved in artistic, ar-

tisanal, and scientific practices reveals the communicative, cognitive, and bod-

ily acts that constitute these practices.

We will discuss the challenges of representing textual, oral, and bodily know-

how on a global scale and from a longue durée perspective in academic research, 

teaching, and publishing. By exploring these issues, we hope to gain new in-

sights into the nature of knowledge and the role of performance in its creation 

and transmission.  

KEY QUESTIONS:

• Textual Philology: The Paradox of “Citationality”

How can we account for the changes that occur in the formulation of useful 

knowledge when it is increasingly disseminated in textual formats?

• Oral Philology: From Orality to Textuality

How can we ensure that the meaning of oral history is accurately captured and 

conveyed in written academic works, without compromising the nuances that 

can be “lost in transcription”?

• Embodied Philology: Language and Materiality

How can we effectively represent─through various other media─the experiences 

and bodily skills involved in artistic and scientific expertise, which are often dif-

ficult to capture in textual forms?

Join us for this thought-provoking panel discussion to uncover the intercon-

nectedness between knowledge and its myriad performances.

Performative Philology: Crafting 
Knowledge in Action
Open Panel Discussion with Clemency Montelle, Kenneth G. Zysk, 
Annapurna Mamidipudi, and Tillmann Taape

Rumal with Scenes from the Ramayana. 18th century. India (Jammu and Kashmir), Cotton with silk, 
tinsel, and metal embroidery. Overall: 26 x 25 in. (66 x 63.5 cm). Rogers Fund, 1931. The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York, 31.82.4. Open Access. 

Scan the QR code to go to the event page.

FRIDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2024 
15:00 TO 17:00 

MAIN CONFERENCE HALL (AND ONLINE), MPIWG, 
BOLTZMANNSTRASSE 22, 14195 BERLIN AND ON-
LINE

TO REGISTER FOR THE EVENT, PLEASE EMAIL AS-
TRA@MPIWG-BERLIN.MPG.DE, PROVIDING YOUR 
NAME AND AFFILIATION BY MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 
2024.

SINCE PLACES MAY BE LIMITED, PLEASE INDICATE IF 
YOU WISH TO ATTEND IN PERSON OR REMOTELY.


