
 

 
 
 

Objectives and contents 

This course offers an ethical approach to the Qur’an through a close reading of its narratives. After 
a general introduction to the Qur’an as a religious scripture and aesthetic experience in Muslim life, 
we will engage in a close reading of key Qur’anic narratives, many of which are based on well-
known Biblical stories. What are the literary characteristics of the Qur’an’s retelling of Biblical sto-
ries? How are these characteristics related to the objectives of these narratives, particularly, the 
formation of the ethical self? Our close readings will be guided by two broad hermeneutical ap-
proaches: 1. traditional Muslim exegesis that focuses on ethical, typological interpretation 
(e.g., mystical, philosophical); 2. contemporary hermeneutical approaches concerned with narrative 
ethics (e.g., Paul Ricoeur, Alasdair MacIntyre). We will conclude our course with broader reflections 
on the practice of reading religious scripture through a relational, multi-perspectival lens. 
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Teacher:  Prof. Dr. Islam Dayeh, visiting professor at the LSRS and  
  professor of Arabic philology and Islamic intellectual history (Freie Universität Berlin) 
Contact:  islam.dayeh@lsrs.lu 
Calendar:  The course will take place in September 2021 and is organised in 4 sessions: 
  Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st : 18:30-20:30 
  Friday 24th: 14:30-18:30 / Saturday 25th: 8:30-12:30 
Validation:  Oral examination (2 ECTS) 
Costs: 80 € / Registration fee is to be paid to the following bank account: 
  IBAN: LU54 0019 1100 0846 5000 / BIC: BCEELULL 
Registration: before September 15: www.lsrs.lu/article956 
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